106                      Mr. Henry Harvey.               [A.D.I?
Considering Johnson's narrow circumstances in the early p; of his life, and particularly at the interesting sera of his launch! into the ocean of London, it is not to be wondered at, that actual instance, proved by experience of the possibility enjoying the intellectual luxury of social life, upon a very sm income, should deeply engage his attention, and be ever rec< lected by him as a circumstance of much importance. 1 amused himself, I remember, by computing how much me expence was absolutely necessary to live upon the same sc; with that which his friend described, when the value of mon was diminished by the progress of commerce. It maybe cstimat that double the money might now with difficulty be sufficient.
Amidst this cold obscurity, there was one brilliant circumstar to cheer him ; he was well acquainted with Mr. Henry Hcrve; one of the'branches of the noble family of that name, who h been quartered at Lichfield as an officer of the army, and had this time a house in London, where Johnson was frcqueni entertained, and had an opportunity of meeting genteel compat Not very long before his death, he mentioned this, among otl particulars of his life, which he was kindly communicating to IT and he described this early friend, 'Harry Hcrvey,'thus: 'I was a vicious man, but very kind to me. If you call a d HERVEY, I shall love him.'
He told me he had now written only three acts of his Ire, and that he retired for some time to lodgings at Grccnwi* where he proceeded in it somewhat further, and used to compo walking in the Park2; but did not stay long enough at thatpla to finish it.
At  this  period  we find  the following  letter  from  him Mr. Edward Cave, which, as a link in the chain of his litera history, it is proper to insert:
1 The honourable Henry Hcrvey,     one of Miss Talbot's Letters.   'Til
third son of the first Earl of Bristol,     when I come to talk of Greenwid'
quitted the army and took orders.     Did you ever see it ?    It was quit
He married a sister of Sir Thomas     new world to me, and a very charmi
Aston, by whom he got the Aston     one.    Only on the top of a most
Estate, and assumed the name and     accessible hill in the park, just as
arms of that family.    Vide Collins's     were arrived at a view that we h
Peerage.   BOSWEI.L.                            long been aiming at, a violent cl
= The following brief mention of    of thunder burst over our heads.
Greenwich Park in 1750 is found in     Carter and Talliot Cams. \. 345.n we were by ourselves, observed how common it was for people to talk from books; to retail the sentiments of others, and not their own ; in short, to converse without any originality of thinking. He was pleased to say, "You and I do not talk from books."' lioswell's Hebrides, Nov. 3, 1773.
